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Complexity of identity
Trevor Noah authors this article that talks about his experience in South Africa regarding identity. In the article, Noah presents himself as a child born from parents that belong to two different races. His mother is of African origin while the father, a Whiteman. The article describes how much important identity was in pre-colonial South Africa while demonstrating the importance of being identified with a certain group at a given time. This element makes Noah and his mother learn how to adopt different identities so that they could benefit from them when need be.  This was illustrated through their interactions with peers, family, institutions, media, and organizations. In Apartheid South Africa, identity determined the kinds of opportunities and challenges that one would face.
 Noah recounts the endless problems he encountered regarding identity when he was growing up. Using description, he successfully makes his readers conceptualize the difficulty that one faces if he/she is a person who belongs to more than one orientation regarding race and social status. To decide the group with which to identify themselves with bearing in mind that it is not automatic that he or she would be accepted. His article reveals that in South Africa, the blacks were bitter with the whites, a situation that resulted from effects of colonialism and apartheid. Consequently, they would not carry along with each other well as the whites, on the other hand, seemed to look down upon the blacks.
Noah presents instances when he would be favored by family, relatives, and peers just because of the difference in his skin color from theirs. An example is when he pierced his cousin's ear while they were playing and his grandmother beat all of his cousins that they were playing with and exempted Noah. When Noah's mother asked the grandmother why she did not punish him, she replied that she does not know how to beat a white because their color turns green, red and blue! While that of Africans remain the same even after being beaten. Apart from this, Trevor states that his cousins were always punished for his mistakes and mischievous behavior. Relatives and non-relatives always treated him differently from the rest. For instance in funerals, he would always be invited to eat from the house while his family and peers were eating from the streets. His grandfather too treated him differently, for instance, he would always refer to him as ‘master' and would always give him a ride in the back seat stating that bosses never seat in the front seat. At school, the streams in which they would study from were secluded based on race. 
This section shows the advantages of being identified with the whites and Noah was pretty comfortable with this. It is ironical that the blacks hated the whites yet gave their white children or relatives special treatment. This could have stemmed from fear of being harassed by authorities that largely characterized by the leadership of the whites and therefore the blacks had to play cool to be safe. This would put Noah's choice of identity in jeopardy because even if he wanted to stick to one of the races as his, he could not fit because in truth he belonged to none of the two (white or black).
In the article, Noah and his mother use language to complicate identity where they learn to speak different languages that lead to being accepted in circumstances that they would otherwise be rejected. He is of the view that people will always regard those of different race from their different because they are not able to speak the same language. He states that when people speak one language even when they have different skin color, they start appreciating each other and even assert that they belong together. The colonialists having known this element, they made sure that Africans do not learn and use one language in that kids would be taught in their native local languages and would, therefore, grow regarding their fellow Africans as strangers due to the language barrier. Since Noah would speak different languages, peers at school began to regard him as one of them. The same technique of speaking African languages once saved him from being robbed. The article shows how language to complicate identity.
